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payment of this debt; and in May, 1836, the case opened.
There was a side issue on the subject of " Seraphita," about which the Revue certainly had just cause for complaint. In May, 1834, Balzac had been paid 1,700 francs in advance for this, and the first number appeared on June 1st, the second not following till July 20th. Then Balzac disappeared altogether ; and when he returned in November, he proposed to begin " Le Pere Goriot" in the Revue, and promised after this had come to an end to return to " Seraphita " ; but it was not till the middle of August, 1835, that he at last produced another number. After this there were again delays, and, according to Buloz, the whole of "Seraphita" was never offered to the Revue de Paris. The truth, however, appears to have been that Buloz at last completely lost his temper at Balzac's continual failures to fulfil his engagements, and declared that " Seraphita " was unintelligible, and was losing subscribers to the Review. Balzac, furious at this insult, paid Buloz 300 francs, to defray the expenses already incurred for the printing of " Seraphita," and took back his work. Buloz's receipt for this money is dated November 21st, 1835, two days before the appearance of the first number of the " Lys dans la Vallee " in Paris, so storms were gathering on all sides. Ten days after this, on December 2nd, Werdet brought out " Seraphita " in book form in " Le Livre Mystique," which contained also " Louis Lambert" and " Les Proscrits,"gere."finitive of Balzac's works ; and from cc H. de Balzac et' La Revue de Paris/ " which is the Review's account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
